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History & Context
Royalston Ave/Farmers Market Station Planning Memo
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such as streets, sidewalks, bridges, 
sewer and water infrastructure, and 
urban design which is the shaping of 
buildings and the public realm. 

• Community Building - Empowering 
and building relationships among 
community stakeholders to guide 
decisions that affect their lives. This 
includes collaboration to make 
decisions to help foster a unique 
identity and space that reflects a 
shared vision and values.  

• Economic Development - The 
investment and coordination of 
public and private resources to 
create housing and job opportunities 
through development projects, 
workforce development, and 
supporting businesses. 

Summary of Needs

Short-term implementation 
opportunities may create a catalyst 

that can incrementally advance efforts 
towards this vision. Below is a summary 
of outstanding needs for the station area 
that can help facilitate implementation 
efforts:

• Continue to connect the street 
grid to improve circulation around 
the station area, and access to the 
Royalston Station platform

• Draft design concepts of new 
developments to facilitate a 
pedestrian and transit-oriented 
environment

• Create new housing and job 
opportunities within the station area

• Conduct a needs assessment to 
identify resources to support small 
businesses and entrepreneurs 

• Conduct placemaking activities to 
develop an identity and destination

• Reach out to stakeholders and build 
political champions for investment in 
the area

Royalston Ave/Farmers Market station area and context

These are not new needs that have 
been raised by the community, but is 
a reminder that these are outstanding 
issues that have been documented over 
the last two decades in prior planning 
work. The opportunity moving forward 
is to use past planning as a foundation 
to build context, reaffirm needs, and 
coordinate implementation efforts. The 
recent commencement of the SWLRT 
construction is renewed momentum to 
take action and implement the vision 
outlined in these planning documents, 
and reassess opportunities. 

Next steps include identifying near-
term and long-term opportunities for 
implementation and strategies. Some 
strategies will require active participation 
and organizing, and others may have 
longer timelines with limited windows. 
This document will provide an inventory 
of prior planning to guide work moving 
forward.

16 Royalston Ave/Farmers Market Station

Site History

1892
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The Royalston area was once home to a leafy Victorian neighborhood surrounding a small lake (Oak Lake) and a number of 
parklets. Clues to the area’s past can still be found in today’s street names, such as Lakeside Avenue.

As the demographics of the neighborhood changed and the housing stock fell into disrepair, the area was labeled a “slum”. 
The City razed the lake, parks, and a number of blocks to build a newer, larger farmers market.
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1964

During the mid-century, farmers markets struggled and a portion of the sheds were replaced with industrial structures. A strip 
of blocks to the immediate west were razed in preparation for the construction of Interstate 94.

The I-94 corridor adds another barrier to an area that has always been isolated. The recent additions of the HERC, Target Field, 
Cedar Lake Trail, and the ABC parking ramps bring new destinations, amenities, and challenges. 
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Past Studies
Royalston Ave/Farmers Market Station Planning Memo
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26 Royalston Station

Royalston Stati on:  Opening Day Recommendati ons.  Intermodal transfer and pedestrian connecti ons are criti cal to the success of Royalston Stati on.

Opening Day Recommendations 
(2010)

This map illustrates the infrastructure that 
is recommended to be in place when the 
Southwest light rail line opens. Some of this 
infrastructure would be included in the light 
rail line project budget and some would require 
additional funding.
Includes:

• Direct ped/bike connection between station 
and Farmers Market

• Connection across/under I-94 to the west

• Extend Border Ave south to Glenwood Ave

Opening Day Recommendations 
(2014)

This map illustrates the infrastructure that 
is recommended to be in place when the 
Southwest light rail line opens. Some of this 
infrastructure would be included in the light 
rail line project budget and some would require 
additional funding.
Includes:

• Direct ped/bike connection between station 
and Farmers Market

• Extend Border Ave south to Glenwood Ave

• Improve pedestrian crossings at key 
intersections

• Streetscape

• Wayfinding

SWLRT Station Strategic Planning, 2010

Transitional Station Area Action Plan, 2014
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30 Royalston Station

Royalston Stati on:  Sample Transit-Oriented District. Royalston’s locati on and large parcels off er redevelopment potenti al for a true, mixed-use urban neighborhood with places to live, work and recre-

ate within a compact, walkable environment.




Redevelopment illustrated on private property repre-
sents 
market-driven potential and would be undertaken only 

Design/Development Concepts

Conceptual transit-oriented 
development scenario

This drawing illustrates a potential TOD 
development scenario based on 2010 
planning policies and market forces. It 
is included here for discussion purposes 
only.

• Mix of land uses (residential, office, 
mixed use)

• Active uses on building ground floors

• Orient buildings to the street/
sidewalk

• Parking behind buildings and/or in 
ramps

• Expanded Farmers Market

• Green/public space

• Connection west across I-94
 

Transitional Station Area Action Plan, 2014

SWLRT Station Strategic Planning, 2010
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Potential station area 
improvements

This map illustrates recommended 
opening day infrastructure 
improvements and the resulting 
potential redevelopment sites. Includes:

• New east-west streets to provide 
access to appropriately sized 
development

• Public plaza with public art

• Bike parking at station

• Frontage roads just south of Olson 
Memorial closed -- excess land folded 
into developable parcels

27City of Minneapolis

FIGuRe 2-12. CONCePTuAL STReeT SeCTION - BORDeR AVeNue

Conceptual Street Sections (Continued)
The street cross section illustrated below is conceptual and represents a potential future streetscape condition, addressing facilities 
for a variety of transportation modes, streetscape amenities, and the relationship between buildings and the street edge.  Further 
design and engineering work will be required to ensure the streetscape is in compliance with City and/or County design standards 
and needs. 

BORDER AVENUE
Dimensional Criteria

 » 66 feet  Right-of-Way Width
 » 42 feet  Pavement Width (2-way)
 » 20’-30’ o/c  Street Tree Spacing
 » 6’-0”   Sidewalk Width (both sides)

Design Features

 » Sidewalks
 » On-Street Parallel Parking (both sides)
 » Intersection Bump-outs
 » Street Trees/Plantings/Rain gardens
 » Streetscape Furnishings (seating, trash receptacles, bicycle racks)
 » Signage/Wayfinding
 » Street and Pedestrian Lighting
 » Pedestrian-Friendly Crossings (markings, ADA features)
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Conceptual Street Sections
The street cross section illustrated below is conceptual and represents a potential future streetscape condition, addressing facilities 
for a variety of transportation modes, streetscape amenities, and the relationship between buildings and the street edge.  Further 
design and engineering work will be required to ensure the streetscape is in compliance with City and/or County design standards 
and needs. 

ROYALSTON AVENUE
Dimensional Criteria

 » 100 feet  Right-of-Way Width
 » 37 feet  Pavement Width (2-way)
 » 12’ (x2)  Platform Widths
 » 20’   LRT Track Guideway
 » 20’-30’ o/c  Street Tree Spacing
 » 6’-0” min.  Sidewalk Width (both sides)

Design Features

 » Sidewalks
 » On-Street Parallel Parking (one side)
 » Street Trees/Plantings/Rain gardens
 » Streetscape Furnishings (seating, planters, trash receptacles, bicycle racks)
 » Signage/Wayfinding
 » Transit Facilities (LRT line and platform, bicycle facilities, shelters, seating, signage, lighting)
 » Street and Pedestrian Lighting
 » Pedestrian-Friendly Crossings (markings, countdown traffic signals, ADA features)
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Conceptual street sections

These drawings illustrates potential new 
streetscapes at Royalston Ave and Border 
Ave. Includes:

• Street and pedestrian lighting

• Street trees and plantings

• Traffic calming (bumpouts, narrowed 
lanes)

• Improved relationship between 
buildings and sidewalks

• Benches, trash cans, and other 
furnishings

• District identity/branding

• Street parking (metered)

• Possible pedestrian-friendly streets 
near market that can be closed to 
traffic on market days

Transitional Station Area Action Plan, 2014

Border Ave

Royalston Ave

Minneapolis Complete Streets, 2016
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Welcome to the Root District.
This is where we grow, create, and 
experiment. 
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AMENITIES + DESTINATIONS:
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1 TARGET FIELD

Station Location
The Royalston Station is located just 
west of downtown Minneapolis, 
between Target Field and the 
Minneapolis Farmers Market. The 
proposed station platform is located 
on Royalston Avenue, midway between 
Glenwood Avenue and Olson Memorial 
Highway/Highway 55. 

The area is dominated by low-rise 
industrial buildings, however, several 
destinations are within walking 
distance from the station including 
the Minneapolis Farmers Market, 
Target Field, Target Center, and the 
International Market Square. The 
Royalston Station also has the ability to 
serve residents in the burgeoning North 
Loop and Loring Park neighborhoods. 
Figure 2-1 shows the station location 
and proposed LRT alignments in the 
context of present day development and 
roadways.

ROYALSTON STATION AREA TODAY:

NOTE: 10-minute walkshed approximates the area accessible within a 10-minute walk from the station platform 
using the existing sidewalk/trail network. See Glossary for walkshed assumptions and methodology.

2-3S O U T H W E S T  C O R R I D O R  I N V E S T M E N T  F R A M E W O R K  -  T R A N S I T I O N A L  S TAT I O N  A R E A  A C T I O N  P L A N S

RO
YA

LS
TO

N
 

 IN
TR

O
D

U
CT

IO
N

Existing Conditions

Transitional Station Area Action Plan, 2014

Station Location Context

The future Royalston Station is located 
near significant destinations and 
neighborhood amenities and resources, 
including the Minneapolis Farmers 
Market, Target Field, Target Center, and 
International Market Square

Sidewalks, Trails, and 
Bikeways
existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities 
in the Royalston Station area are limited 
and many barriers exist that further limit 
access and connectivity to and from the 
station. Large block sizes, industrial uses, 
major roadways, and the freight line, as 
well as a lack of sidewalks and bikeways, 
constrict safe and convenient mobility in 
the area. 

Opportunities exist to enhance 
pedestrian and bicycle mobility to and 
from the station.  Smaller block sizes, 
trail connections to the Cedar Lake LRT 
Regional Trail, and a system of complete 
streets with improved sidewalk and bicycle 
connections to Bassett Creek Valley, 
Heritage Park, Loring Park and North Loop 
neighborhoods, local businesses, and 
major destinations will increase transit 
ridership at this station.

Sanitary Sewer
Sanitary sewer infrastructure consists of 
a collection of gravity flow sewer mains, 
lift stations, and pressurized force mains 
that transport sewage to a wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP). An efficient 
collection system has the capacity to 
accommodate all of the existing land uses 
within its particular sewer shed. Beyond 
capacity, the material and age of pipes 
within a system can also impact a system’s 
effectiveness.  

Sanitary sewer infrastructure within the 
project area is typically maintained by 
either the City of Minneapolis or by the 
Metropolitan Council environmental 
Services (MCeS) Division.  MCeS maintains 
a series of interceptor trunk sewers that 
collect sewage at key locations and convey 
sewage across community boundaries to 
regional WWTPs. Wastewater from the 
station area is treated by the MCeS Metro 
WWTP located in St. Paul. 
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FIGuRe 2-6. eXISTING SANITARy SeWeR
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Transitional Station Area Action Plan, 2014

Sidewalks, Trails, & Bikeways

The pedestrian and biking environment 
is severely lacking here. Several 
streets are missing sidewalks and the 
streetscape is minimal. Bike infrastructure 
can be found surrounding the station 
area but not to/through the station area 
itself. Connections to the downtown core 
and nearby destinations are limited. The 
only exception is the nearby connection 
to the Cedar Lake Trail, a bikeway that 
follows the freight rail trench, connecting 
western Minneapolis and suburbs to 
downtown.
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1 TARGET FIELD

Station Location
The Royalston Station is located just 
west of downtown Minneapolis, 
between Target Field and the 
Minneapolis Farmers Market. The 
proposed station platform is located 
on Royalston Avenue, midway between 
Glenwood Avenue and Olson Memorial 
Highway/Highway 55. 

The area is dominated by low-rise 
industrial buildings, however, several 
destinations are within walking 
distance from the station including 
the Minneapolis Farmers Market, 
Target Field, Target Center, and the 
International Market Square. The 
Royalston Station also has the ability to 
serve residents in the burgeoning North 
Loop and Loring Park neighborhoods. 
Figure 2-1 shows the station location 
and proposed LRT alignments in the 
context of present day development and 
roadways.

ROYALSTON STATION AREA TODAY:

NOTE: 10-minute walkshed approximates the area accessible within a 10-minute walk from the station platform 
using the existing sidewalk/trail network. See Glossary for walkshed assumptions and methodology.
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Station Location
The Royalston Station is located just 
west of downtown Minneapolis, 
between Target Field and the 
Minneapolis Farmers Market. The 
proposed station platform is located 
on Royalston Avenue, midway between 
Glenwood Avenue and Olson Memorial 
Highway/Highway 55. 

The area is dominated by low-rise 
industrial buildings, however, several 
destinations are within walking 
distance from the station including 
the Minneapolis Farmers Market, 
Target Field, Target Center, and the 
International Market Square. The 
Royalston Station also has the ability to 
serve residents in the burgeoning North 
Loop and Loring Park neighborhoods. 
Figure 2-1 shows the station location 
and proposed LRT alignments in the 
context of present day development and 
roadways.

ROYALSTON STATION AREA TODAY:

NOTE: 10-minute walkshed approximates the area accessible within a 10-minute walk from the station platform 
using the existing sidewalk/trail network. See Glossary for walkshed assumptions and methodology.
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Station Location
The Royalston Station is located just 
west of downtown Minneapolis, 
between Target Field and the 
Minneapolis Farmers Market. The 
proposed station platform is located 
on Royalston Avenue, midway between 
Glenwood Avenue and Olson Memorial 
Highway/Highway 55. 

The area is dominated by low-rise 
industrial buildings, however, several 
destinations are within walking 
distance from the station including 
the Minneapolis Farmers Market, 
Target Field, Target Center, and the 
International Market Square. The 
Royalston Station also has the ability to 
serve residents in the burgeoning North 
Loop and Loring Park neighborhoods. 
Figure 2-1 shows the station location 
and proposed LRT alignments in the 
context of present day development and 
roadways.

ROYALSTON STATION AREA TODAY:

NOTE: 10-minute walkshed approximates the area accessible within a 10-minute walk from the station platform 
using the existing sidewalk/trail network. See Glossary for walkshed assumptions and methodology.
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Sidewalks, Trails, and 
Bikeways
existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities 
in the Royalston Station area are limited 
and many barriers exist that further limit 
access and connectivity to and from the 
station. Large block sizes, industrial uses, 
major roadways, and the freight line, as 
well as a lack of sidewalks and bikeways, 
constrict safe and convenient mobility in 
the area. 

Opportunities exist to enhance 
pedestrian and bicycle mobility to and 
from the station.  Smaller block sizes, 
trail connections to the Cedar Lake LRT 
Regional Trail, and a system of complete 
streets with improved sidewalk and bicycle 
connections to Bassett Creek Valley, 
Heritage Park, Loring Park and North Loop 
neighborhoods, local businesses, and 
major destinations will increase transit 
ridership at this station.

Sanitary Sewer
Sanitary sewer infrastructure consists of 
a collection of gravity flow sewer mains, 
lift stations, and pressurized force mains 
that transport sewage to a wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP). An efficient 
collection system has the capacity to 
accommodate all of the existing land uses 
within its particular sewer shed. Beyond 
capacity, the material and age of pipes 
within a system can also impact a system’s 
effectiveness.  

Sanitary sewer infrastructure within the 
project area is typically maintained by 
either the City of Minneapolis or by the 
Metropolitan Council environmental 
Services (MCeS) Division.  MCeS maintains 
a series of interceptor trunk sewers that 
collect sewage at key locations and convey 
sewage across community boundaries to 
regional WWTPs. Wastewater from the 
station area is treated by the MCeS Metro 
WWTP located in St. Paul. 
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Bikeways
existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities 
in the Royalston Station area are limited 
and many barriers exist that further limit 
access and connectivity to and from the 
station. Large block sizes, industrial uses, 
major roadways, and the freight line, as 
well as a lack of sidewalks and bikeways, 
constrict safe and convenient mobility in 
the area. 

Opportunities exist to enhance 
pedestrian and bicycle mobility to and 
from the station.  Smaller block sizes, 
trail connections to the Cedar Lake LRT 
Regional Trail, and a system of complete 
streets with improved sidewalk and bicycle 
connections to Bassett Creek Valley, 
Heritage Park, Loring Park and North Loop 
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major destinations will increase transit 
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Sanitary Sewer
Sanitary sewer infrastructure consists of 
a collection of gravity flow sewer mains, 
lift stations, and pressurized force mains 
that transport sewage to a wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP). An efficient 
collection system has the capacity to 
accommodate all of the existing land uses 
within its particular sewer shed. Beyond 
capacity, the material and age of pipes 
within a system can also impact a system’s 
effectiveness.  

Sanitary sewer infrastructure within the 
project area is typically maintained by 
either the City of Minneapolis or by the 
Metropolitan Council environmental 
Services (MCeS) Division.  MCeS maintains 
a series of interceptor trunk sewers that 
collect sewage at key locations and convey 
sewage across community boundaries to 
regional WWTPs. Wastewater from the 
station area is treated by the MCeS Metro 
WWTP located in St. Paul. 
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Figure 4-5. Development Opportunity Sites.

Development Opportunity Sites

Tier 1 - Vacant publicly owned parcels

Tier 2 - Vacant or underutilized privately owned parcels

Tier 3 - Longer-term future redevelopment areas
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21Royalston Station

Barriers 
Land use, block size and infrastructure can all have signifi -

cant impacts on neighborhood walkability and, as a corol-

lary, station access.  All three of these elements are infl u-

encing factors within the Royalston station area.  

Although pedestrians can pass under I-394 from the Loring 

Park neighborhood, the urban realm is notably hostile to 

pedestrians, with only informal sidewalks and a very 

‘concrete’ feel.  The scale and speed of Olson Memorial 

Highway and Glenwood Avenue have similar effects in 

discouraging foot traffi c.  

The predominance of industrial uses combines with large 

block size to create little east-west pedestrian circulation 

from the proposed station platform.  It should be noted 

that these ‘superblocks’ are situated directly between the 

platform and the station area’s major destinations, the 

Minneapolis Farmer’s market (to the west) and Target Field 

(to the east). 
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lary, station access.  All three of these elements are infl u-

encing factors within the Royalston station area.  

Although pedestrians can pass under I-394 from the Loring 

Park neighborhood, the urban realm is notably hostile to 

pedestrians, with only informal sidewalks and a very 

‘concrete’ feel.  The scale and speed of Olson Memorial 

Highway and Glenwood Avenue have similar effects in 

discouraging foot traffi c.  

The predominance of industrial uses combines with large 

block size to create little east-west pedestrian circulation 

from the proposed station platform.  It should be noted 

that these ‘superblocks’ are situated directly between the 

platform and the station area’s major destinations, the 

Minneapolis Farmer’s market (to the west) and Target Field 

(to the east). 

Development Opportunity Sites 
West of I-94

This map identifies possible areas of development 
in the neighborhoods (Harrison, Sumner-
Glenwood, Near North, and Bryn Mawr) to the 
west of Royalston Station, where the Van White 
Boulevard Station is planned along the extension 
of the Blue Line light rail. Sites of possible 
change include vacant publicly-owned parcels, 
underutilized privately-owned parcels, and areas 
of possible longer-term redevelopment (mostly 
industrial land uses).

SWLRT Station Strategic Planning, 2010

Van White Blvd Station Area Plan, 2017

Barriers to Walkability

“One of the most pervasive barriers to 
redevelopment of the Lower North Loop is the 
lack of connections within the area, as well as to 
downtown and adjacent neighborhoods. Inside 
the area, a series of superblocks make internal 
travel difficult on foot or bicycle. In addition, the 
Lower North Loop is bordered on all sides by high-
speed roadways located either above or below the 
prevailing elevation of the neighborhood.”
- Bridging the Gap, 2009
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Figure 4-5. Development Opportunity Sites.
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Figure 4-5. Development Opportunity Sites.
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22 Royalston Ave/Farmers Market Station

�

���������� � ���������

��������������������������������������

Basilica 

�

���������� � ���������

�

��������������������������������
�	��������

� ���
���� ���	
����

��������� �����������

• ��������������������� • ��������������������������

• ������������������������������
���	�����������

�����������������������������������

• ���������������������
������������	��������

������������������������������

• ���
�������������������������������������������

• ���������������������	�������

• ��	�������������
�����������������������������

����
�������

• �������������������������������	��������������

����������	���������������������������

•  ����
����������������������������

�������������	���������������

• ��������� ����������������������������������
• �����������������������������������������

��
�����������	���������������	��������

�
• �������������������������������������

��������

��


�
�
�
	
��

�
• �����������	��������������������������

���������������	��������������� ��������������

� � • �����������������������������������

�������������� 
�������

• �������������������������������������������

������������
• ������������������������������	���������������

• ���������
���������������	�����������
��������

�������������

• ���������������������������������	������������

������������

• �������������������������������������

�����
������������������������

• �������������������������������������������

��
����������������
���������������������

�
• �����������������������������������������

������
���������
������ ������������

�

• ���������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������

�����

� �

� �

�
�


�
�
�
	
��

� �

�

Analysis

Stakeholders: Power vs Interest

This graph from 2009 plots stakeholders 
in the Royalston Station area in terms of 
their relative interest in the area and their 
power to incite change.

SWOT Analysis

This type of analysis lists the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats 
of the Royalston station area. 

Bridging the Gap, 2009

Bridging the Gap, 2009
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Past Studies
Royalston Ave/Farmers Market Station Planning Memo

Lyndale Farmers Market Redevelopment Strategies

Redevelopment Strategies

Church Street Marketplace (CSM Block) 
Burlington, VT Union Square, San Fransciso, CA Chiswick Mall, London

The CityDeck, Green Bay, WI 
Stoss (landscape architects) SoMa Walkway, San Fransciso, CA Santa Fe, NM Farmers Market

Santa Fe, NM Farmers Market Santa Fe, NM Farmers Market Contemporary Wood Arbor, Boston, MA

Drainage with Herbs and Grasses, 
Green Garage, Detroit, MI Granville Island Market, Vancouver, BC

Drainage with Grasses, Olympic Village, 
Vancouver, BC

Outdoor Eating, Granville Island Market, 
Vancouver, BC

Precedent images

84  UrbanWorks Architecture LLC

Lyndale Farmers Market Redevelopment Strategies 
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Lyndale Farmers Market Redevelopment Strategies     
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History
Dissertation of Robbie Seltzer

When Minneapolis established its first planning 
department in 1921, city planners immediately 
targeted the neighborhood around 6th 
Avenue and Lyndale Avenue in North 
Minneapolis. At the time, 6th and Lyndale 
was home to the largest African American 
and Jewish communities in Minneapolis. Over 
the next hundred years, 6th and Lyndale was 
relentlessly redeveloped through highway, 
housing and industrial projects.

Using archived planning documents that have 
become public only recently, this project 
interrogates how city planners mapped and 
photographed 6th and Lyndale over the last 
hundred years. These maps and photographs 
represented the 6th and Lyndale “ghetto” as 
a threat to the rest of the city that had to be 
redeveloped.

Contact: robbie@seltzer.studio
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Site Planning
The Root District as a Model for Equitable and Reprative Development.

Instructor: H Fernando Burga PhD

Grant Brokl, Barrett Clausen, Ian Jacobson, Yiyuan Shao
Max Christensen, Andrew Lupton, Bradley Mahr

Grant Brokl, Barrett Clausen, Ian Jacobson, Yiyuan Shao Jessy Countney, Frank Koenen, Ben Carrier

Contact: H. Fernando Burga PhD - hfburga@umn.edu
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Root District Mission

Vision:

The Root District is a community based on the 
foundations of racial justice, economic opportunity, 
and sustainability, which seeks to educate and 
inspire the city of Minneapolis and beyond. 

Mission:

We seek to empower a diverse group of stakeholders 
and encouraging deep engagement with social 
and market-driven forces, we aim to achieve more 
equitable, reparative, and regenerative outcomes 
for all who live and work here. Connecting people 
to place and to one another, we nurture cultural 
and artistic exchange and civic engagement. The 
Root District is a place for learning, invention, and 
exploration. The Root District is home.
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Brand Framework
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Vision / Action
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Student Work / History
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Placemaking
Muraling/Painting

NULOOP MINNEAPOLIS
 – Painting Underpass / Building Walls

 – Cost Effective

 – Wayfinding

 – Brightens Blank Space

 – Community Activity
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Nuloop

mapping/studies
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MDC Mapping/Outcomes

MINNESOTA DESIGN CENTER
COLLEGE OF DESIGN 
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MDC Mapping/Outcomes

MINNESOTA DESIGN CENTER
COLLEGE OF DESIGN 
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District Boundary

Cedar Lake Regional Trail

Open Public Space

Public Plaza

Mapping
Nuloop

E X I S T I N G  P U B L I C  O P E N  S P A C E E X I S T I N G  S U R F A C E  P A R K I N G

M
ISSISSIPPI RIVER

M
ISSISSIPPI RIVER
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1/4 Mile Walk

1/2 Mile Walk

Grocery Store

Convenience Store

Farmer’s Market

Sports Venues

Performance Venues

Museums

Nightclubs

Mapping
Nuloop

E X I S T I N G  F O O D  A C C E S S E X I S T I N G  V E N U E S

M
ISSISSIPPI RIVER

M
ISSISSIPPI RIVER
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The Process

EQUITY 
WORK GROUP

CLIMATE
 WORK GROUP

Catholic Charities 
City of Minneapolis 
Designer Marketplace  
Downtown Dogs
Hennepin Made 
Holden Room  Equity Financial Services
Farmers Market Annex 
Hennepin County 
Minneapolis Farmers Market 
MN Ballpark Authority  
MN Twins 
  Parallel  
North Loop
Northern Lights.mn Neighborhood Association
NūLoop Partners 
Sharing and Caring Hands
Target  
The Fish Guys 
UMN Design Center 
United Noodle 
Unleashed Hounds and Hops
West Market Business Association 

CREATIVITY
 WORK GROUP

NULOOP PARTNERS
Leadership Roundtable
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Framework

1. Equitable Inclusion & Economic development

2. District Identity/ livability

3. Built Form and Public Realm

4. Mobility

5. Climate, Resilience, & Health

1. Equitable Inclusion & Economic development) Goals: 
Root District to support economic inclusion, jobs, and workforce 
development.

Root District to support minority owned small business enterprises.

Root District to provide community ownership opportunities.

Root district to combat future gentrification and resident 
displacement.

Prioritize equitable engagement to all stakeholders for future 
development projects.

2. District Identity/ livability Goals:
Food/Farmers Market is the heartbeat of the district.

Creative/Innovative Economies.

3. Public Realm and Built Form Goals:
Streetscape improvements.

Public art.

Public Amenities.

Community Gathering /Root District to support local arts, food 
production, and culture.

Celebrate History & Culture (2040 Plan)/ Celebrate the culture of 
the community.

Provide a High-Quality Physical Environment.

Increase site development Density.

Root District to provide affordable housing options.

4. Mobility Goals:
Restore Street Grid to the district.

Transit-Oriented / Transportation.

Strengthen connections to transit and neighborhood destinations.

5. Climate, Resilience & Health Goals:
Clean Water Responsibly use, manage, harvest and provide 
access to water resources in the district.

Affordable and Clean Energy, responsibly use, manage, harvest 
and provide access to energy resources in the district.

Resilient/Sustainable Cities and Communities, responsibly 
redevelop lots, buildings, and infrastructure in a sustainable and 
resilient manner.

Responsible Consumption and Production Responsibly redevelop 
lots, buildings and provide infrastructure necessary to promote a 
circular economy.

Responsibly redevelop the Life on land to be Healthy & Safe, 
sensitive to existing species and to promote restoration of native 
habitat and Co.
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Nuloop

equity
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Equity Framework

The Root District equitable development 
framework will provide recommendations to 
shape development at the Root District that 
responds to the needs and the values  
of affected BIPOC communities. 

This development framework reinforces and 
expands on the Root District Vision to create 
a cohesive and comprehensive long-term 
strategy for equitable development. 

Equitable development will advance racial 
equity, increase BIPOC capacity to strengthen 
neighborhoods, support community wealth 
building, and combat neighborhood 
gentrification and resident displacement. 
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Equity Framework

THE DISTRICT GUIDE WILL:

Support economic inclusion, jobs, and workforce 
development.

Combat future gentrification and resident 
displacement.

Support minority-owned small business enterprises.

Provide community ownership opportunities.

Provide affordable housing options.

Support local arts, food production, and culture.
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Equity Framework
Root District Equitable Scorecard
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climate

Nuloop
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Climate Framework
Process & Research

Goal: Responsibly use, 
manage, harvest, and 
provide access to water 
resources in the district.

Goal: Responsibly redevelop 
lots, buildings, and provide 
infrastructure necessary to 
promote a circular economy. 

Goal: Responsibly use, 
manage, harvest and provide 
access to energy resources in 
the district.

Goal: Align with climate goals 
that amplify those already 
locally established and are 
attainable for development.

Goal: Responsibly redevelop 
lots, buildings, and 
infrastructure in a sustainable 
and resilient manner. 

Goal: Responsibly redevelop 
the land to be sensitive 
to existing species and to 
promote restoration of native 
habitat.
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Climate Framework 

GOAL: Flexible net zero framework for 
community members, developers, city and 
countypartners and policymakers to utilize in 
decision making related to climate impacts for 
theRoot District.

THE DISTRICT GUIDE WILL:

Provide strategies at various scales regarding water use, 
stormwater, energy, transportation, resiliency, buildingreuse, 
education, green space, and native habitat restoration.

Set climate goals in alignment with the City of Minneapolis 
andHennepin County.

Outline the business case for private investment in the Root 
Districtrelated to a net zero framework.

Achieve clear and measurable targets on net zero.

Ensure equity and inclusion in decision making.

Scalable to infrastructure, master planning and 
individualdevelopments of all types.
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 – Chart a cost-effective path to net zero.

 – Access ULI’s global network, case studies, 
and strategies.

 – Access Cohort Network (eight other cities).

 – Invited nine national and local panelists to a 
ULI Technical Event in Minneapolis (May 17-
19!)

 – Prepare comprehensive briefing book; 
conduct interviews of 30+ stakeholders and 
experts.

 – Publish recommendations with ULI.

 – Assess next steps. 
NZI Cohorts: Austin. Beijing. Kansas City. Los 
Angeles. Minneapolis. San Jose. Shenzen. Toronto

Climate Framework
ULI Net Zero Imperative Grant
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Climate Framework
ULI Net Zero Imperative Grant

District Strategy and Renewable 
Energy Preparedness.

What are the core elements and 
implementation considerations for a 
district-wide energy/water master plan? 
What renewable amenities are more 
effective for a district at this scale? 
How would they phase in over time as 
development intensifies? 

Public Tools and Policy Oversight.

Recognizing the district is not owned and 
controlled by any one single entity, what 
combination of regulation, incentives, and 
collaboration strategies is needed to move 
net zero development forward in the Root 
District? 

Business Case for Net Zero. 

What are the key parameters for a cost-
effective path to net zero for the real 
estate industry and private investment for 
the Root District? 

Community Engagement and Equity. 

How do we ensure voices are heard and 
representation of community is brought to 
the decision-making table?

For more information:  
uli.org/netzeroimperative
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Climate Framework

Day 1: Walking Tour of the Root District 
with Panelists.

Day 2: Presentation of key issues to 
panelists.  Stakeholder interviews and 
panelist working sessions. 
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Climate Framework

Day 3: Final working sessions and public 
report-out of key suggestions.

Summary of Suggestions:

 – Hire a community engagement consultant

 – Define community and identify core partners

 – Develop a community benefits agreement

 – Identify a possible catalyst project

 – Utilize energy already in the community

 – Complete a comprehensive energy study

 – Investigate low-grade heat source thermal loop in the 
district (2-pipe system)

 – Phase for a plug-and-play energy sources

 – Expand snow-melt system

 – Define the district boundary with a vision of what is wanting 
to be achieved

 – Establish the framework further – EcoDistrct/LEED ND?Living 
Communities and codify with a public champion

 – Work towards catalyst project with a Developer
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creativi ty

Nuloop
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Site Conditions

Future Royalston Station Cedar Lake Trail

Farmer’s Market I-94 Underpass Existing Public Open Space

Existing Surface Parking

7th St/ Olson Mem. Hwy

District Boundary

Cedar Lake Regional Trail

Open Public Space

Public Plaza
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Creativity Framework
District Identity

Art | Food | Culture

 – Farm To Table Concept 

 – Local Produce

 – Public Open Space
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Creativity Framework
Public Realm

 – Placemaking

 – Mixed-Use / Complete Neighborhood 

 – Pedestrian Oriented

 – Flexible Programing

 – Community Gathering 

 – Nodes 

 – Levels, Layers & Topography

 – Urban Canopy: Trillion Trees Vision

 – Celebrate History & Culture (2040)
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Creativity Framework
Mobility

 – Way Finding

 – Transcend barriers (I-94/rail lines) 

 – Creative connections to surrounding 
neighborhoods

 – Liding / Wrapping

 – Multi Modal Hub

 – Restore Street Grid

 – Strengthen Connection to Transit

 – Outdoor Spaces / Pocket Parks
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Creativity Framework
Temporary Urbanism

 – Mural 

 – Temporary & Interactive Art

 – Parklets

 – Underneath Bridge - Plaza
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Connecting Nuloop
Implementing Infrastructure

 – Utilizing Existing Infrastructure

 – Creating Connections

 – Inclusive and Equitable

 – Revitalizing Spaces

 – Climate Initiative

 – Climate Initiative

 – Public Open Space

 – Creating Infrastructure

 – Placemaking

 – Density
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Nuloop

future



Welcome to the Root District.
This is where we grow, create, and 
experiment. 

thank you


