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The Midwest Skateboarding Alliance - MSA

MSA is a 501c3 non-profit organization based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Formed in 
2015 by committed skater activists, MSA is dedicated to promoting recognition of 
skateboarding’s role within progressive urban and rural community planning, 
sustainable, active transportation networks, and a vibrant built environment that 
prioritizes public health.

Currently, MSA is working with community leaders & partner organizations to 
coordinate skatepark builds in both Minneapolis and St. Paul.



Overview

1. Introduction to the Breakroom Pocket Park
2. Development Process
3. Fundraising  



Project Introduction



Concept Statement

Plan, fund and build a multi-use pocket park on a 
vacant lot located at 2nd Avenue North and North 
4th Street in the Downtown West neighborhood of 
Minneapolis, featuring:

● Skatepark
● Meeting & eating spaces
● Art installations
● Rain gardens
● Enhanced lighting

Downtown Service Area Master Plan, 2017



Vision

● Encourage more foot-traffic in the area in 
order to activate the space, and thereby 
increase safety

● Foster displays of public art and citizen 
athleticism

● Contribute to green infrastructure downtown: 
rain gardens, shade trees, and progressive 
stormwater management

● Create a space that would serve as a backyard 
for at-risk downtown youth

● Create a top tier skatepark that will attract 
visitors that will patronize local restaurants 
and businesses



Location + Ownership



On the Ground



Site design



Site design



Site design



Development Process



Timeline

MPRB + MnDOT 
Lease agreement

Project 
documentation

Project 
Construction

Project Review 
+ Refinement

7/2021 - 8/2021 8/2021 - 12/2021 10/2021 - 4/2022 5/2022 - 4/2022



Site design



Fundraising



Project Budget



Project Budget

Reduced per pro-bono services!

$50,000 fundraising goal



Skatepark Grants

This project qualifies for various Skatepark development and Youth 

Recreation grants - but nearly all require matching funds

● Hennepin County Youth Sports Program; amount varies 

Requires matching funds. Need Local Government Unit to receive funds. Reimburses completed work. Past 
recipients include Elliot skate park $200k.

● Minnesota Skatepark Grant Program; <$125k

Requires matching funds. Need Local Government Unit to receive funds. Reimburses completed work. 

● The Skatepark Project (formerly the Tony Hawk foundation); $1k - $25k
● Mississippi Watershed Management Organization; +$50k

Project must align with MWMO mission, watershed management plan goals, learning and education 
potential, and water quality standards.



Recent fundraising efforts
Bash for the Breakroom Fundraiser / September 18th @ 
Modist Brewing!

Fundraise for the project and give downtown residents, 

businesses, and other stakeholders an opportunity to 

learn more about the project

● Collaboration between Modist Brewing + Pizza Luce + TC 

Drum Collective

● Skate demo 

● Drum Karaoke

● Food trucks

● Silent auction

● Beer!

$4,000 raised directly - waiting for percentage of beer 
and pizza sales to come in.



DMNA contribution

DMNA recently committed to contributing $25,000 
for construction costs!



Seeking funds!

Join this effort to improve the Downtown 
landscape, making it a more welcoming and safe 

place to work, live and play! 


