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Transit and Access
Update



Urban Land 
Institute
Technical 
Panel on 

ABC Ramps

MnDOT has engaged the Urban Land Institute of Minnesota 
(ULI MN) to conduct a Technical Assistance Panel from April 
15 – 17, 2019. This unbiased, multi-disciplinary, 
professional panel of real estate and placemaking experts 
will provide guidance on the future utilization of MnDOT
owned ABC Ramps in Downtown Minneapolis. The panel will 
evaluate ways to create a thriving mobility hub in the heart 
of downtown, identifying innovative ways to revitalize areas 
within the ABC Ramps to enhance safety and mobility while 
promoting art, placemaking, private leased spaces and 
increased activity.
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METRO C Line Bus Rapid Transit
May 21, 2019

Charles Carlson
Director, BRT Projects
612-349-7639



Arterial BRT System
• 11 improved corridors
• Nearly 500,000 jobs 

served
• $400-500 million network
• 150,000 avg. weekday 

rides
• +70,000 rides above 

today
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In service
In development
Planned
Other METRO Lines

Northstar Commuter Rail

Multimodal Hub 



Project Goals

• A faster, more reliable 
ride that’s 20-25% 
faster than existing 
local bus
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• Frequent, all day, 
every day access 
to a network of 
destinations

• A dignified, improved 
experience at the 
station and on board



What makes BRT better? 

Less frequent 
stops

Pre-boarding fare 
payment for 
faster stops

Transit signal 
priority for fewer 
red light delays

Higher-capacity 
buses & boarding 
through all doors

Enhanced, high-
amenity stations

Frequent, all-day 
service
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C Line Opens June 8

• 8.5 miles from downtown 
Minneapolis to Brooklyn 
Center 

• 23 stations
• $37 million project cost 

including new stations 
and BRT buses

• 7,600 daily rides today,
9,300 by 2030

STUDY PLANNING ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
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C Line Opens June 8

• Metro Transit’s first electric 
buses (>50% of C Line fleet)

• Serves the North Loop (Olson 
and 7th)

STUDY PLANNING ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION



D Line (Chicago / 
Fremont)
• 18 miles from Bloomington to 

Brooklyn Center, substantial 
replacement of Route 5

• Approximately 40 new stations
• Intersect at Olson + 6th BRT Stop
• 16,000 daily rides today, 

23,500 by 2030
• 2020-2021 construction, pending 

full funding
• $75 million project budget

• $55 million identified
• $20 million remaining need
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Current Arterial BRT Project Status
• A Line (Snelling Avenue) Open 2016

Ridership up about 40%
• C Line (Penn Avenue) Opening June 8, 2019

• D Line (Chicago/Fremont) Engineering 
Planned operations 2022

• B Line (Lake/Marshall) Planning
Planned operations 2023

• E Line (Hennepin Avenue) Corridor study
Planned operations 2024
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David Davies

Community 
Outreach 

Coordinator
david.davies@met

rotransit.org
P. 612.373.5336

mailto:david.davies@metrotransit.org


Market District 
Development Work 

Group Update



WORKSHOP AGENDA

1:00-1:30pm Exhibit of current conditions and past planning 
efforts – Parallel Café

A self-guided exhibit of prior planning work providing 
framing and context of the area.

1:30-2:00pm Introductions and overview

2:00-4:00pm Biking/Driving/Walking tour
A facilitated walking tour to explore and document the 
experiences and relationship to the spaces in the future 
Royalston station area.

4:00-5:00pm Group reporting out and next steps (60 
minutes) - Parallel Café

Mapping exercise of walking tour, group report out on 
experiences, and next steps

5:00pm Happy Hour Reception

Re-Imagining the Farmer’s Market District
Design Workshop and Tour
Thursday, June 13, 1:00pm-5:00pm

Facilitated by the City of Minneapolis Community 
Planning and Economic Development Department 
and Minnesota Design Center

Convened by NūLoop Partners (formally 2020 
Partners) and Hosted by Hennepin Made and Parallel 
Café (145 Holden Street North, Minneapolis, MN 
55405)



Market District 
Development Work 

Group Update

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS
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Market-Royalston Station
Planning Study and Workshop
May 2019



Market District 
Development Work 

Group Update

Roles and Responsibilities
• CPED Long Range Planning Team:

• Adrienne Bockheim and Rattana Sengsoulichanh
• Technical assistance
• Work with group to define gaps/additional information needed
• Produce an Executive Summary Document that can be used by NuLoop for 

implementation

• MN Design Center
• Tim Griffin
• Technical assistance
• Leverage resources from McKnight Foundation and University

• NuLoop Partners
• Dan Collison
• Leverage stakeholder relationships and communcation

• Parallel
• Jackson Schwartz
• Leverage relationships and provide space
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June Workshop

• Tentative Date: June 13, 1 – 5 pm

• Attendees: All stakeholders in and around station 
area

• Goals:
• Inventory and establish “on the ground” conditions
• Produce 'cognitive map' of how people experience and 

feel space
• Determine specific planning needs that are absent in 

existing documents
• [Any other outcomes?]
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Work Product Proposal

• Executive Summary, to include:
• Review and analysis of existing planning documents
• Gap analysis
• Strategies for implementation – Short-term and long-

term
• Legislative strategies
• Work Plan recommendations
• [other?]
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Further Information

• www.Minneapolis2040.com
• https://www.swlrtcommunityworks.org/explore-

corridor/stations/royalston-station
• Heather Worthington

• Heather.Worthington@minneapolismn.gov
• @worthington612
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•Exhibit of current conditions and past planning efforts 
(30 min) – Parallel Café

• A self-guided exhibit of prior planning work 
providing framing and context of the area.

• Materials: Posters and maps - timeline of 
adopted plans, historical aerials, snapshots of 
key ideas from prior plans, maps

•Introductions and overview (30 mins) – Start at Parallel 
Café, leave for various locations

• Overview of walking tour and exercise
• Materials: 8.5 x 11 map of tour destinations, 

scribe to record input, map collected feedback
•Walking tour (120 mins)

• A facilitated walking tour to explore and 
document the experiences and relationship to 
the spaces in the future Royalston station area.

•Group reporting out and next steps (60 minutes) -
Parallel Café

• Mapping exercise of walking tour, group report 
out on experiences, and next steps.



NūLoop Partners
ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, July 16

5:00-6:30pm Meeting
§ Pizza Dinner
§ Special Presentations
§ Annual Report of Progress 

7:10pm Twins vs. New York Mets
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